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EDITORIALS 


We Are Losing Something 


We recently had a long conversation with one 
of our senior ministers, a man God has used 
in a signal and unusual way to develop Pres- 
byterian churches in urban areas predominat- 
ingly unchurched. | 


The conversation turned to the effectiveness 
of the Presbyterian church in reaching those 
without a church background, and of main- 
taining the interest and support of people of 
varying social and economic conditions. 


Only too frequently we are unwilling to face 
situations which exist. Why do so many 
churches have a program of worship limited 
to Sunday morning? Does a great church justify 
its existence on a basis of one preaching service 
a week, plus various youth programs Sunday 
evening, immediately before, during and after 


supper? 


It is aside from the point to say that con- 
temporary American living makes the Wednes- 
day night Prayer Meeting and the Sunday eve- 
ning church service no longer possible. Walk 
down the street on Wednesday or Sunday night 
and see if the Baptist churches are closed? Not 
only are they not closed but the lights are shin- 
ing brightly inside, people are crowding in and 
there comes from those buildings the sound of 
bright and vigorous singing and of preaching 
and teaching which is, for some strange reason, 
attractive to those who attend. 


The writer has both respect and admiration 
for the Baptist church. But, with all his heart 
he believes the Presbyterian church, her doc- 
trine and her polity, to be unequalled by any 
denomination. Why then are we failing at the 
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REPRINT 
Christian Race Relations 


EDITORIAL 


Dr. Bell’s editorial in the August 17th 
issue has resulted in such a deluge of 
requests for additional copies that we have 
been forced to issue it in reprint form. 
These are available for 15 cents per dozen, 
or $1.00 per hundred. 


In all the years of our publication no 
editorial has produced such wide-spread 
acclaim. The comments are almost unani- 
mous in stating that it is the nearest to 
a truly Christian statement of what race 
relations should be than anything which 
has appeared anywhere in print. 


We believe that most Christians are sin- 
cerely looking for the Christian basis on 
which to act and that this particular edi- 
torial exposes the fallacies of some of the 
arguments by extremists on both sides of 
the question and states the Christian posi- 
tion clearly and without compromise. 


—H. B. D. 


very point where we should be succeeding? 
This is not a popular question, nor has it been 
faced by our church in any effective way. 


We are unwilling to admit it but we are 
increasingly becoming a “class” church, but 
lacking in the “class’’ (excuse the pun) which 
makes Christianity as vital as it should be to 
many to whom we should be ministering. 


Why should not Presbyterian churches put 
on a bright evangelistic service Sunday night, 
along with the singing of gospel hymns and a 
program designed to attract and inspire? This 
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question would have less relevance but for the 
fact that other denominations are doing just 
that and attracting crowds in the process. 


It is nothing particularly to our credit if 
we Presbyterians should be found lacking in 
imagination, initiative and enthusiasm. Formal- 
ity which results in darkened churches on Sun- 
day and Wednesday night has nothing to com- 
mend it. Coldness and intellectualism are poor 
substitutes for the warmth of brightly lighted 
and used chapels and churches. Can it be that 
we are appeatg® to a class of people more 
wedded to radio and TV programs than to the 
church? Surely the gospel we Presbyterians pro- 
fess, and which we preach, is just as vital and 
appealing as the gospel the Baptist preacher 
is proclaiming down the street! 


A curtailed program in worship and evange- 


lism is so respectable in so many circles today 


that we settle back with a sense of satisfaction 
because many other churches are doing the 
same. 

It would seem that the time has come when 
we should look around us and see what churches, 
other than Presbyterian, are attracting the 
masses and enlisting their support. Again we say 
that we Presbyterians have every justification 
for being proud of our denomination. But, if 
that pride leads us to a smug complacency with 
the fact that we are not, as a rule, attracting 
great numbers of people who need the message, 
comfort and life of the church, then a searching 
of soul and mind is fully in order. 


Wherein lies the fault? We believe it is a 
combination of worldliness, indifference, lack of 
imagination and down right lethargy. Many of 
our largest churches have set a bad example to 
the rest of the church. Our seminaries may be 
contributing factors—we do not know. Certain- 
ly one of the greatest problems is to be found 
in that great host of church members who con- 
sider Sunday morning church attendance the 
maximum of religious endeavor and whose secu- 
lar and social interests command the remainder 
of their time and interest. 


This is a matter which demands much 
prayer, courage and hard work. We know of 
several Presbyterian churches which have re- 
cently revived their Wednesday night and Sun- 
day night services. With the return of these 
there has come a genuine spiritual revival among 
the church members. In each case the change 
has been initiated by pastors and officers who 
had the courage to face the spiritual poverty 


and lethargy within the congregation and who 
have, with prayer and with hard work, done 
something to really change things. 


We fully appreciate the fact that there are 
varying conditions in varying congregations and 
for that reason there can never be a fixed rule. 
But, with all our heart we believe that it is time 
for Presbyterianism to assert itself in a vigorous 
program of preaching to sinners and building 
up the saints—and it will never be done on a 
Sunday - morning - and - that - if - convenient- 
- basis - only. 

“Blow ye the trumpet in the land; cry, gather 
together, and say, Assemble yourselves.” —L.N.B. 


Paul and His Bible 


The Apostle Paul started his Christian min- 
istry in Damascus, immediately after his con- 
version: “And straightway he preached Christ 
in the Synagogues, that he is the Son of God,” 
and to the amazement and consternation of the 
Jews he continues his teaching, “proving that 
this is very Christ.” 


Beginning with this obvious recourse to the 
Old Testament Scriptures to prove both the 
deity of Christ and His Messiahship, Paul never 
ceased to accept the inspired record, acknowl- 
edge its authority and affirm the finality of 
its statements, at least forty-nine verses in the 
remainder of the Acts being direct references, 
on the part of Paul, to the Old Testament. 


In his defense before Felix Paul made this 
affirmation: “But this I confess unto thee, that 
after the way which they call heresy, so worship 
I the God of my fathers, believing all things 
that are written in the law and in the prophets.” 


Later, in his defense before Agrippa, he said, 
“Having therefore obtained help of God, I con- 
tinue unto this day, witnessing both to small 
and great, saying none other things than those 
which the prophets and Moses did say should 
come: that Christ should suffer, and that he 
should be the first that should rise from the 
dead, and should shew light unto the people, 
and to the Gentiles.” 

A study of Paul’s references to the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures in his epistles is a rewarding 
experience. Such a study will show Paul's com- 
plete acceptance of their authenticity and au- 
thority and also his repeated affirmation of 
their finality. 

Paul has set us an example which we need 
to follow today, not only with the Old but also 
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with the New Testament record. The Confession 
of Faith says: “The Old Testament, . . . and 
the New Testament being immediately inspired 
by God, and by his singular care and providence 
kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentical. 


The power of the Scriptures to convince and 
convict men of sin, of righteousness and of judg- 
ment to come, is demonstrated wherever it is 
used as the Sword of the Spirit. References to 
other books may have their place but God’s 
Word is a MUST if the hearts of men are to 


be reached for the things which last for all 


eternity. 


“To the law, and to the testimony: if they 
speak not according to this word, tt 1s because 
there is no light in them.”—L. N. B. 


IT IS GOD THAT JUSTIFIETH 


WHO IS HE THAT CONDEMNETH? 
Rom.8.33. 


It is God Who acts to bring us back into His 
fellowship. Justification is the act of God. It 
is not man merely brushing some erroneous cob- 
webs from his mind, it is God really acting. The 
Church is the Church of the Living God, where 
God acts, week by week, in forgiving our sins 
and receiving us as His beloved children. The 
current studies in Justification given in Kittel’s 
theological dictionary support the catechetical 
phrasing that justification is an act—not less 
truly an act than the act of God in punishing 
the unrepentant. 


God has established His own righteousness 
among us through our Lord Jesus Christ’s ac- 
complished work. God brings us into this right- 
eousness by forgiving our sins and keeps us 
therein by forgiving us repeatedly. 


This work of God is entirely gracious. For 
Aristotle, God can only love those who are 
worthy of love. For Paul in Ephesians, God is 
rich in mercy toward us for His great love’s 
sake. God loved us when we were not, that is 
before He made the worlds. God chose us sin- 
ners in Christ as holy and without blame before 
Him in love. Not at all because we were or 
are that way in ourselves, but solely because He 
saw us in Christ Jesus. He commends His own 
love toward us in that while we were yet sin- 
ners Christ died for us. He justifies the believer 
who works not but believes on Him that justi- 
fies the ungodly. He keeps us in his fellowship 
even though it means forgiving us far more 
than seventy times seven times. 


In justifying us God is both the Father Who 
adopts us as His children and the Judge 
Who imputes to us the righteousness of Christ 
and thereby forgives and accepts us. Neither 
the concept of Father nor that of Judge is 
exactly like its earthly counterpart. Above the 
best of human father and human judges one 
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needs to write HOW MUCH MORE before 


applying the term to God. 


Yet the Bible calls God the Judge all the 
way from Genesis through Revelation and we 
accept the account God gives of Himself therein. 


Only as God forgives us do we truly forgive 
ourselves and cease trying to justify ourselves 
by insisting on a place in the sun of world suc- 
cess or by condemning others. 


The Gospel is not merely a set of ideas, it 
is the power of God unto salvation. No word 
from God is void of power. When our Lord 
forgave the paralytic lowered through the roof, 
He also spoke the word of power that raised 
him from his pallet. So when God forgives our 
sins He also translates us from the Kingdom 
of Satan and brings us into the Reign of grace, 
the Kingdom of the Son of His love. He takes 


‘our members which have been used for un- 


righteousness and makes them instruments of 
righteousness. He calls us to present our bodies 
living sacrifices, well-pleasing to Him. Thus the 
Gospel of pardon is sealed with power. It is full 
as it is free, and as free as it is full. As the 
heavenly Father forgives, He brings into His 
family where we seek the likeness of the for-- 
giving Father by forgiving. In the kingdom, 
His grace invites graciousness. W.CLR. 


Christian Education 
Due to a secretarial oversight, our comments 
on the Board of Christian Education were 
omitted in our published report on the 1955 


_ General Assembly. We deeply regret the failure 


of this item to appear, and now desire to offer 
it to our readers. 


The original statement prepared for publica- 
tion is as follows: 


The work of Christian Education continues 
to advance. Sunday School enrollment has in- 
creased by 33,669 and now totals 647,354 mem- 
bers. Officers and leaders have grown to 53,546. 
We now have 1,083 candidates for the min- 
istry who are preparing to serve the church as 
ministers, missionaries and teachers. | 


This year’s report informed the Assembly that 
Stillman College has received more than $700,- 
000 from the recent fund-raising effort of the 
General Assembly. The work of erecting the 
new Library Building was interrupted by the 
tardiness of some subscribers in paying their 
pledges. It was pointed out that the payment 
of these pledges is of vital importance in the 
erection of the Library Building, and the Col- 
lege cannot retain its accreditization without 
the prompt completion of this building. 


Dr. Marshall Dendy and his staff presented 
an excellent program at the Popular Meeting 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


11! 
4 Cai 
Be 
me 
ol 
th 
fe 
pe 
11¢ 
pe 
@ 
&B 
ti 
ce 
W 
sie 
i 
( 
t 
t 
‘ t 
t 
( 


i) the interests of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation. 


“Our Church,” said Dr. Dendy, “is committed 
to the ministry of Christian teaching. And the 
Board of Christian Education is seeking to pro- 
mote growth in grace and knowledge in the lives 
of 647,354 pupils.” 


Dr. Dendy announced to the Assembly that 
the Board of Christian Education had recently 
established a new division on “Camps and Con- 
ferences.” He stated that with the continual 
growth of juvenile delinquency, it becomes im- 
perative that the Church provide camp facilities 
to build Christian character so desperately 
needed in our day. 


One of the gratifying features of this year’s 
report was that our Christian Education De- 
partment is concerned about the fact, faith, 
fruits, depth and communication of the Chris- 
tian faith. Our entire Church should pray that 
this department will become more and more 
Bible-centered, and its influences increased to 
the glory of Christ each year. —J.R.R. 


Dr. Nels Ferre and 
Lake Junaluska 


The Christian Century and the Presbyterian 
Outlook are both concerned because the execu- 
tive committee and the board of trustees of 
the Lake Junaluska (Methodist) Assembly can- 
celled the scheduled Bible talks by Dr. Ferre 
for August. 


Our only information as to why and how this 
was done has come from the daily newspapers. 

However, according to Dr. Ferre’s own books 
he: (a) Does not believe that Jesus was sin- 
less; (b) Denies the Virgin Birth; (c) Admits 
the possibility that Christ may have been the 
bastard son of a German soldier quartered near 
Nazareth; (d) Flatly affirms, “Jesus never was 
or became God”; (e) Questions the reality of 
the resurrection: “But we know neither that 
this event actually happened nor exactly what 
took place”; (f) Speaks of the Bible: “The use 
of the Bible as the final authority for Christian 
truth is idolatry”; (g) Although teaching in a 
Methodist seminary he is actually a Universalist 
and speaks of “the Hindu branch of the Church 
of the living God.” 


That within Methodism, so long in the fore- 
front of liberalism and modernism, there are 
arising those who are willing to stand for Chris- 
tian truth, is a welcome sign. 


The tolerance some would accord to Dr. Ferre 
would be slightly more impressive if it was simi- 
larly extended to those who choose to affirm 
the historic evangelical faith. —L. N. B. 
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Developing the Full Capacity of Mind, 
Body and Soul. | 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 


THOUGHTS FROM PSALM 119. 


Ninth Division : TETH : Verses 65-72: “Be- 
fore I was afflicted I went astray: but now have 
I kept thy word.” “It is good for me that I 
have been afflicted; that I might learn thy 
statutes.” 


Key-Word : “Afflicted” : Question; How do 
we stand our troubles? Affliction is common to 
most of us. Let us “Climb the ladder,” and ask 
just where we are, and what our attitude is. 


I. First Rung of the Ladder: Murmuring and 
Complaining. The Israelites assumed this atti- 
tude. They murmured and complained because 
of the Way; because they lacked food and 
water; because they grew tired of the Manna, 
etc. Do we ever murmur and complain? See 
Numbers 11:1,4; 14:1 Ex. 14:10,11; 15:24. 


II. Questioning : Asking, Why? How Long? 
Why hast thou cast us off forever? Hath God 
forgotten? Is His mercy clean gone? See the 
whole of Psalm 88; “The cry of an afflicted 
soul” Ps. 77:8-9; ps. 80:4 etc. 


III. Silence: I was dumb with silence : I held 
my peace: I am so troubled that I cannot speak: 
See Psalms 77:4; 39:2; 50:21, etc. 


IV. Submissions Eli submitted to God’s chas- 
tening; I Samuel 3:18; Job said, “The Lord 
gave and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord,” Job 1:21. Jesus said: 
“Not my will, but thine’; (Jesus went far above 
mere submission, however) 


V. Approval: See the two verses in this Psalm 
and Psalm 94:12, and Hebrews 12:5. “After- 
wards” : we can look back and see what we 
could not, or did not, see at the time. 


VI. Patience: Romans 12:12 : “Patient in 
tribulation”: Romans 5:3; “Tribulation work- 
eth patience.” See also the “patience,” or 
“steadfastness,” of Job; James 5:7 : “Ye have 
heard of the patience of Job; See also James 
5:7 and 8. Are we ever impatient when troubles 


come? 


VII. Victory : Read and ponder Romans 
8:28-39. This is the chapter for those who suffer. 


VIII. Rejoicings II Corinthians 7:4 ete. 
Romans 5:3; Phil. 2:17. Do we bear our troubles 
“with a sigh, or a song’? Where are we on 
the ladder? Jesus, “For the joy set before Him, 
endured the Cross.” Heb. 12:2. 
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Helps to Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
Rev. Clinton C. Baker 
Sunday, September 11, John 6:35-40. 


Glance through the wonderful truths of this 
passage and then notice the type of audience 
to which Jesus was speaking (vv.34,36,41-42) . 
How the soul of Christ must have sorrowed 
over this hardness of heart! What tremendous 
promise for this life is there for the person 
who believes in Christ (v.35)? Is Christ the 
bread of your life? Can you conceive of Christ 
ever turning a seeker away (v.37b)? What hope 
is presented of eternal life (vv.39-40)? Does 
the final resurrection of the dead have much 
place in your Christian thinking? (Notice the 
place it had in Paul’s thinking - Romans 8:22-23; 
I Cor. 15:51-55.) Observe the doctrine of elec- 
tion in vv.37a,39, and the open invitation in 
vv.37b,40. Do you rely upon God for every- 
thing you are and have in the Christian lite? 
Do you daily come to Him, trusting in Him for 
the needs of the day? 


Monday, September 12, Psalm 19:7-11. 


These verses are a testimonial of the value 
and worth of the Scriptures. A different title 
is given to the Word at the beginning of each 
sentence. List these six titles. How does each 
reveal some aspect of the Word of God? Think 
about each of the six attributes given to the 
Word of God. (These attributes follow the verb 
in each sentence.) Do they represent the Scrip- 
tures fairly? Do these six words lead you to 
a deeper reverence of the Word of God? Medi- 
tate on the six effects of the Word of God 
that are given at the close of each sentence. 
To what extent does each one describe what 
the Scriptures have meant to you? Verse 10 de- 
scribes the great wealth and delight that comes 
to one’s soul from having it saturated with the 
Scripture. Are you missing out on some of this 
wealth? Verse 11 tells of the effect of the Word 
on our conduct. What effect does a study of 
the Word have on your conduct? 


Tuesday, September 13, John 17:14-18. 


Christ has accomplished His purpose among 
the disciples (v.l4a). What effect has the Word 
of God had upon the disciples’ relationship to 
the world (v.14)? From what you found in 
yesterday's devotion, how does the teaching of 
the Word contrast to the thinking of the world? 
Is the Christian expected to withdraw from the 
world (v.15)? What does Christ pray that the 
disciples’ relationship to the world might be 
(v.15)? What effect has the Word of God had 
in your relationship to sinful thoughts and 
habits? in your battle with Satan? What ex- 
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ample of a pure life did Christ set for his 
disciples (vv.18-19)? What example of a pure 
life do you set before your associates (v.17) ? 


Wednesday, September 14, Psalm 119:97-104. 


Regular study of the Bible is one of the most 
important habits a Christian can form. How did 
the Psalmist feel about the Bible (vv.97a,103) ? 
How strong is your affection for the Word of 
God? Look through the passage tor possible 
causes for the Psalmist’s love for the Scriptures. 
What do you find in 97b,98b,99b? How true are 
these statements of your life? What do you find 
in 100b,101,102,104b? Do you think a_ person 
is likely to love the Bible very dearly if he 
does not follow its teachings? What resulted 
from the Psalmist’s love for, meditation on, and 
obedience to the Scriptures (vv.98a,99a,100a, 
104a) ? Are you willing to follow the course ol 
action that is necessary to spiritual knowledge 
and understanding? 


Thursday, September 15, Mark 4:2-8. 


Verses 11 and 12 give the explanation for 
Jesus’ speaking in parables. This was in fulfill- 
ment of the prophecy in Isaiah 6:9-10. Notice 
that Jesus revealed the meaning of the parable 
to all who were interested enough to stay after 
the story was over (v.10). Jesus was always 
having trouble with crowds who wanted to 
be “rice Christians” (John 6:15,25-27). One 
really had to be in earnest to follow the difficult 
way Christ set forth (John 6:60,66-69). In the 
parable of the sower (Mark 4:2-8, 14-20) which 
groups represent those who are not earnest in 
their desire to follow Christ (Notice vv.14-20) ? 
What are the reasons for their falling away 
(vv.15,17,19)? Do any of these things tend to 
choke out your desire to follow Christ? If you 
had heard this parable told, would you have 
remained behind to hear its interpretation? 


Iriday, September 16, John 1:1-18. 


By comparing v.1 with v.14, who do you see 
the Word to be? When does the phrase “in 
the beginning” in v.1 refer to? Does Christ 
claim to have lived before He was born? (John 
8:56-58). What amazing fact do you find in 
v.32? What does “all things’ include? How do 
these facts underscore the great tragedy of 
vv.10-11? What evidence did Christ give that 
He was the Word made flesh (vv.14b-16) ? What 
is promised to those who do believe in Him 
(v.12)? From this study, do you see something 
of the great consequences of the choice one 
makes concerning Christ? If Christ is who this 
passage says He is, what place should He have 
in your life? What place does He have? 


Saturday, September 17, 11 Corinthians 3:2-3. 


Paul’s authority over the Corinthian Church 
was being disputed. Does Paul try to defend 
himself (v.la) or use the praise and _ flattery 
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of men to establish the confidence of the 
Corinthians in Him (v.1b)? What one recom- 
mendation did he feel was worthwhile (v.2a) ? 
The lives of Christians furnish the outward 
proof (are the letters of recommendation) of 
the worth of the work we do for the Lord? Who 
writes these letters (v.3)? Who reads them 
(v.2)? What kind of recommendation is your 


life for the pastor or Christian leader who is 
laboring over you? How are you judging the 
worth of the work you are doing for the Lord— 
by the gratitude of those with whom you work? 
by the approval of men? or by the lives that 
are being born and nurtured through your 
efforts? 


KING COLLEGE 


Co-educational 


Sound under vigorous. Christian 
Four-year Liberal Arts Sciences, Business Education. Four 
ships: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant 
Work. Sixty-acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. 
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The Reformed Faith And 
The Westminster Confession 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 
Professor of Philosophy in Butler University 


Indianapolis . .. Indiana 


This was the second message of the “Symposium on Some Vital Aspects of the Reformed Faith” 


given at the First Presbyterian Church, Weaverville, North Carolina, on August 17th, 1955. 


Other 


addresses given at that time will follow in successtve issues of The Journal_—H.B.D. 


By the invitation of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal 1 have the privilege of addressing this 
distinguished and consecrated audience on the 
subject of the Reformed Faith and the West- 
minster Confession. This title is not to be in- 
terpreted as introducing an exposition of the 
Confession’s thirty-three chapters with their sev- 
eral articles. Nor does it announce an historical 
account of the Westminster Assembly and the 
later role of its great creed. On the contrary, 
I propose to speak of the significance of the 
Westminster Confession as an existing document, 
a document to which ministers and churches 
subscribe as defining their policy and stating 
their reason for existence, a document that dis- 
tinguishes Biblical Christianity from all other 
torms of thought and belief. Moreover I hope 
to indicate, all too briefly, its significance with 
reference to contemporary circumstances. For 
this purpose it seems best to divide the docu- 
ment into two parts, Chapter I and all the rest. 


Chapter I of the Westminster Confession as- 
serts that the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments are the Word of God written. Its 
sixty-six books are all given by inspiration of 
God. The authority for which Holy Scripture 
ought to be believed and obeyed dependeth 
wholly upon God, the author thereof. In these 
)00ks the whole counsel of God for man’s sal- 
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vation is either expressly set down or by good 
and necessary consequence may be deduced 
from its statements. ‘Therefore, concludes Chap- 
ter I, the Supreme Judge, by whom all decrees 
of councils and doctrines of men are to be ex- 
amined, and in whose sentence we are to rest, 
can be no other but the Holy Spirit speaking in 
the Scripture. 


One day I stood beside a small lake in the 
Rocky Mountains of Wyoming. Water flowed 
out of the lake from both ends. The water that 
flowed out one end descended into the stifling 
canyons and blistering deserts of Utah and Ari- 
zona; the water that flowed out the other end 
of this lake went through the fertile fields of 
the mid-west. I was standing on the great con- 
tinental divide. 


Metaphorically the first chapter of the West- 
minster Confession is a continental divide. Al- 
though the written Word of God has been the 
touchstone of pure doctrine in all ages, the twen- 
tieth century shows still more clearly that this 
chapter forms the great divide between two types 
of religion, or to make it of broader application, 
between two types of philosophy. Perhaps it 
would be plainer to say that the acceptance of 
the Bible as God’s written revelation separates 
true Christianity from all other types of thought. 
In order to be specific and in order to face our 
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immediate responsibilities, let us select two con- 
temporary schools of philosophy, each of which 
in its own way contrasts sharply with the first 
chapter of our Confession. 


The first of these two and the more obviously 
anti-Christian movement is variously called 
naturalism, secularism, or humanism. These 
names are simply more complimentary titles for 
what formerly was bluntly called atheism. The 
purpose of this meeting may not seem to call 
for a discussion of atheism; with its denial of 
God and therefore of revelation, naturalism 
may appear to be a philosophical development 
that the Church can afford to ignore. But a 
church that ignores secular humanism is simply 


shutting its eyes to the situation around about 


and failing to maintain the first chapter of the 
Confession against all opponents. Unfortunate- 
ly brevity is required, and therefore without any 
reference to Communism, the most blatant form 
of atheism, mention will be made only of cer- 
tain political and certain educational events on 
the American scene. 


In recent civil and public life there has de- 
veloped an opposition to the practice of Chris- 
tianity. According to reports by the National 
Association of Evangelicals an adoption agency 
stamped “Psychologically Unfit” on the applica- 
tion papers of a wide awake minister and his 
wife. A Navy chaplain tells of attempts, success- 
ful attempts, to discharge active Christian 
young men as psychotic. In another public field, 
the city of Indianapolis refuses the use of its 
parks to Christian groups if they so much as 


intend to ask a blessing at meal time or sing - 


a hymn. Other groups may hold their programs, 
but Christian groups are discriminated against. 
Then again the released time program for re- 
ligious instruction is an object of attack. The 
strategy of the humanists is to occupy the time 
and the attention of children to such an ‘extent 
that they will have no opportunity to hear the 


Gospel. The public schools with their compul- | 


sory attendance are to be used for the inculca- 
tion of secularism. And those who oppose secu- 
larism and who want to give their children 
Christian instruction are branded as anti-social, 
undemocratic, and divisive. Such events are 
straws in the wind, which show how the human- 
ists are using government agencies to curtail 
religious liberty. 


Behind these particular events stands the 
naturalistic philosophy that is taught, I mean, 
that is inculcated in a number of American col- 
leges and universities. Let it not be thought 
that professors are uniformly objective and in- 
differently teach all views alike. Secularism is 
actively forced upon the students. For example, 
consider the statement of Millard S. Everett, 
a professor in Roosevelt College, Chicago, quot- 
ed in Philosophy in the Classroom, page 27, by 
J. H. Melzer: “Our course is built and conduct- 
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ed along liberal lines. Moreover, we have not 
confused liberalism with indifferentism or neu- 
trality on basic issues, but we have organized 
the course definitely for the purpose of in- 
creasing the student’s acceptance of the scien- 
tific attitude, liberal and secular morality, and 
the democratic goals of liberty and equality. 
We ... leave no doubt in the student’s mind 
by the end of the term that we stand with 
the forces of democracy, science, and modern 
culture.” With this espousal of secularism in 
black and white, one can more easily give cre- 
dence to the rumor that another university will 
not knowingly graduate a student who is a Fun- 
damentalist. 


From our benighted Christian viewpoint these 
humanists do not seem to have much under- 
standing of the laws of logic. They take the 
principle of the separation of church and state 
and consider it reprehensible to use _ public 
school facilities for released time education. The 
American Civil Liberties Union will go to court 
against released time, but I have never heard 
of them opposing the use of tax money for 
anti-Christian instruction. They have never 
sued a university for teaching secularism. They 
will defend Communists; they will defend the 
publishers of obscene comic books; but when 
have they ever defended religious liberty or 
protested against the inculcation of humanism 
in tax-supported institutions. Consistency does 
not seem to be one of their virtues. 


Christian opposition to humanism has ordi- 
narily been ineffective politically and has often 
been worthless philosophically. In attacking a 
materialistic or mechanistic world view, Chris- 
tians have sometimes pontificated that no one 
can believe the universe to be the result of 
chance. Unfortunately this is not true. There 
are many people who so believe; and until Chris- 
tian thinkers face the realities of the situation, 
improvement cannot reasonably be expected. 


Not every minister, not every church, has a 
profitable occasion of combatting the sources 
of humanism. Only in exceptional cases can 
a minister come face to face with naturalistic 
professors and authors. Only rarely can a min- 
ister answer these men in print. There are 
some churches situated in university towns, that 
have opportunities of working with students. 
It is hoped that they also have the equipment 
to be effective. Each of us should examine his 
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own situation to see what his possibilities are. 
Most unfortunately short sightedness or selfish- 
ness sometimes produces a tragedy. There was 
one church in a university city, whose minister 
wanted to work with the students. There was 
also a group of students willing to help him. 
The situation was ideal—but for one thing: 
the congregation could not see the university 
as a mission field, complained that their min- 
ister was neglecting them, and forced his resig- 
nation. 

All the more honor to those congregations 
and pastors who take this part of their responsi- 
bilities seriously! And all honor to the few col- 
leges that are Christian, not in name only, but 
in actual instruction! And all honor to those 
who are founding Christian primary schools, 
where God is not ignored, treated as unimpor- 
tant or nonexistent. The opportunity and re- 
sponsibility of establishing Christian grade 
schools is one that I should like to urge upon 
you, but time and my subject forbid. 


At the beginning of this paper I stated that 
the first chapter of the Confession, on divine 
revelation, is the great divide between two types 
of thought. On the one side of this divide 
stands naturalism, secularism, or humanism. But 
it does not stand alone. Also on the same side 
of the great divide is another system of thought. 
This system asserts, even vigorously asserts the 
existence of God, at least some kind of a God, 
and goes so far as to speak of revelation; but 
what it says about God and revelation is so 
opposed to the first chapter of the Confession 
that Christianity, far from welcoming its sup- 
port, must regard it as a most subtle and de- 
ceptive enemy. I refer to what is often called 
Neo-orthodoxy. 


The originator of Neo-orthodoxy was the 
Danish thinker Soren Kierkegaard. With his 
penetrating mind he saw that the Hegelian Ab- 
solute was not the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. With his passionate nature he revolted 
against the stolid ecclesiastical formalism of his 
day. The Lutheran church was dead. Some 
might describe the situation as dead orthodoxy. 
But Ludwig Feuerbach, Kierkegaard’s contem- 
porary, diagnosed the situation, not as dead or- 
thodoxy, but as lively hypocrisy. The people 
went to church on Sunday and paid lip service 
to what they did not believe. They were not 
orthodox but pagan at heart. Yet the empty 
form remained. Against this deadly disease, 
Kierkegaard stressed passionate appropriation 
and personal decision. With biting sarcasm he 
flayed hypocrisy, contrasted the despised Chris- 
tians of the first century with the respectable 
Sham of nineteenth century Europe, and urged 
more emotion, less intellect, more suffering, less 
complacency, more subjectivity, less objectivity. 


No doubt Kierkegaard was substantially cor- 
rect in viewing the church as too formal, too 
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Hegelian, too pagan. And no devout person 
can quarrel with the need for personal decision 
and appropriation. But, and this is the impor- 
tant point, if a person is to appropriate, there 
must be something to be appropriated. Kierke- 
gaard and his present day followers, for all their 
talk about God and revelation, offer us little 
or nothing to appropriate. Kierkegaard himself 
said, “Christ did not propose any doctrine; he 
acted. He did not teach that there is redemp- 
tion for men; he redeemed them.” Now, it is 
true that Christ redeemed his elect; it is true 
that he acted; it is even true that his chief 
mission was not to teach; but it is untrue that 
Christ proposed no doctrines. Kierkegaard wrote 
a book called Either-Or, and he too often prac- 
ticed such a principle. A better principle is 
Both-And. Christ both acted and he taught. 
Moreover he especially commissioned his dis- 
ciples to teach, to teach a great many doctrines, 
found in Romans, Corinthians, and the rest of 
the New Testament. 


Because Kierkegaard offers us nothing to ap- 
propriate and puts all his stress on the subjective 
feeling of appropriation, it makes no difference 
whether we worship God or idols. In his en- 
gaging literary style Kierkegaard describes two 
men: one is in a Lutheran church and enter- 
tains a true conception of God, but because he 
prays in a false spirit, he is in truth praying to 
an idol. The other man is in a heathen temple 
praying to idols; but since he prays with an 
infinite passion, he is in truth praying to God. 
Once again Kierkegaard acts on the principle 
of Either-Or instead of Both-And. Both the 
Lutheran who prays in a false spirit and the 
heathen who prays to idols are displeasing God. 
Just because a heathen has some intense pas- 
sionate experiences, it does not follow that he 
is worshipping the true God. But for Kierke- 
gaard the truth is found in the inward How, 
not in the external What. What a man worships 
makes no difference. It is his passion that counts. 
“An objective uncertainty,” says Kierkegaard, 
“held fast in an appropriation process of the 
most passionate inwardness is the truth, the 
highest truth attainable for an existing indi- 
vidual. . . . If only the How of this relation is 
in truth, then the individual is in truth, even 
though he ts thus related to untruth.” 


However peculiar this type of philosophy may 
be, contemporary Protestantism is largely dom- 
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immediate responsibilities, let us select two con- 
temporary schools of philosophy, each of which 
in its own way contrasts sharply with the first 
chapter of our Confession. 


The first of these two and the more obviously 
anti-Christian movement is variously called 
naturalism, secularism, or humanism. ‘These 
names are simply more complimentary titles for 
what formerly was bluntly called atheism. The 
purpose of this meeting may not seem to call 
for a discussion of atheism; with its denial of 
God and therefore of revelation, naturalism 
may appear to be a philosophical development 
that the Church can afford to ignore. But a 
church that ignores secular humanism is simply 
shutting its eyes to the situation around about 
and failing to maintain the first chapter of the 
Confession against all opponents. Unfortunate- 
ly brevity is required, and therefore without any 
reference to Communism, the most blatant form 
of atheism, mention will be made only of cer- 
tain political and certain educational events on 
the American scene. 


In recent civil and public life there has de- 
veloped an opposition to the practice of Chris- 
tianity. According to reports by the National 
Association of Evangelicals an adoption agency 
stamped “Psychologically Unfit’’ on the applica- 
tion papers of a wide awake minister and his 
wife. A Navy chaplain tells of attempts, success- 
ful attempts, to discharge active Christian 
young men as psychotic. In another public field, 
the city of Indianapolis refuses the use of its 
parks to Christian groups if they so much as 


intend to ask a blessing at meal time or sing - 


a hymn. Other groups may hold their programs, 
but Christian groups are discriminated against. 
Then again the released time program for re- 
ligious instruction is an object of attack. The 
strategy of the humanists is to occupy the time 
and the attention of children to such an extent 
that they will have no opportunity to hear the 
Gospel. The public schools with their compul- 
sory attendance are to be used for the inculca- 
tion of secularism. And those who oppose secu- 
larism and who want to give their children 
Christian instruction are branded as anti-social, 
undemocratic, and divisive. Such events are 
straws in the wind, which show how the human- 
ists are using government agencies to curtail 
religious liberty. 


Behind these particular events stands the 
naturalistic philosophy that is taught, I mean, 
that is inculcated in a number of American col- 
leges and universities. Let it not be thought 
that professors are uniformly objective and in- 
differently teach all views alike. Secularism is 
actively forced upon the students. For example, 
consider the statement of Millard S. Everett, 
a professor in Roosevelt College, Chicago, quot- 
ed in Philosophy in the Classroom, page 27, by 
J. H. Melzer: “Our course is built and conduct- 
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ed along liberal lines. Moreover, we have not 
confused liberalism with indifferentism or neu- 
trality on basic issues, but we have organized 
the course definitely for the purpose of in- 
creasing the student’s acceptance of the scien- 
tific attitude, liberal and secular morality, and 
the democratic goals of liberty and equality. 
We... leave no doubt in the student’s mind 
by the end of the term that we stand with 
the forces of democracy, science, and modern 
culture.” With this espousal of secularism in 
black and white, one can more easily give cre- 
dence to the rumor that another university will 
not knowingly graduate a student who is a Fun- 
damentalist. 


From our benighted Christian viewpoint these 
humanists do not seem to have much _ under- 
standing of the laws of logic. They take the 
principle of the separation of church and state 
and consider it reprehensible to use public 
school facilities for released time education. The 
American Civil Liberties Union will go to court 
against released time, but I have never heard 
of them opposing the use of tax money for 
anti-Christian instruction. They have never 
sued a university for teaching secularism. They 
will defend Communists; they will defend the 
publishers of obscene comic books; but when 
have they ever defended religious liberty or 
protested against the inculcation of humanism 
in tax-supported institutions. Consistency does 
not seem to be one of their virtues. 


Christian opposition to humanism has ordi- 
narily been ineffective politically and has often 
been worthless philosophically. In attacking a 
materialistic or mechanistic world view, Chris- 
tians have sometimes pontificated that no one 
can believe the universe to be the result of 
chance. Unfortunately this is not true. There 
are many people who so believe; and until Chris- 
tian thinkers face the realities of the situation, 
improvement cannot reasonably be expected. 


Not every minister, not every church, has a 
profitable occasion of combatting the sources 
of humanism. Only in exceptional cases can 
a minister come face to face with naturalistic 
professors and authors. Only rarely can a min- 
ister answer these men in print. There are 
some churches situated in university towns, that 
have opportunities of working with students. 
It is hoped that they also have the equipment 
to be effective. Each of us should examine his 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


4 
O 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. : 
a a 
| I! 
¥ 
} a 
4 \ 
} \ 
3 
| 
a 


own situation to see what his possibilities are. 
Most unfortunately short sightedness or selfish- 
ness sometimes produces a tragedy. There was 
one church in a university city, whose minister 
wanted to work with the students. There was 
also a group of students willing to help him. 
The situation was ideal—but for one thing: 
the congregation could not see the university 
as a mission field, complained that their min- 
ister was neglecting them, and forced his resig- 
nation. 

All the more honor to those congregations 
and pastors who take this part of their responsi- 
bilities seriously! And all honor to the few col- 
leges that are Christian, not in name only, but 
in actual instruction! And all honor to those 
who are founding Christian primary schools, 
where God is not ignored, treated as unimpor- 
tant or nonexistent. The opportunity and re- 
sponsibility of establishing Christian grade 
schools is one that I should like to urge upon 
you, but. time and my subject forbid. 


At the beginning of this paper I stated that 
the first chapter of the Confession, on divine 
revelation, is the great divide between two types 
of thought. On the one side of this divide 
stands naturalism, secularism, or humanism. But 
it does not stand alone. Also on the same side 
of the great divide is another system of thought. 
This system asserts, even vigorously asserts the 
existence of God, at least some kind of a God, 
and goes so far as to speak of revelation; but 
what it says about God and revelation is so 
opposed to the first chapter of the Confession 
that Christianity, far from welcoming its sup- 
port, must regard it as a most subtle and de- 
ceptive enemy. I refer to what is often called 
Neo-orthodoxy. 


The originator of Neo-orthodoxy was the 
Danish thinker Soren Kierkegaard. With his 
penetrating mind he saw that the Hegelian Ab- 
solute was not the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. With his passionate nature he revolted 
against the stolid ecclesiastical formalism of his 
day. The Lutheran church was dead. Some 
might describe the situation as dead orthodoxy. 
But Ludwig Feuerbach, Kierkegaard’s contem- 
porary, diagnosed the situation, not as dead or- 
thodoxy, but as lively hypocrisy. The people 
went to church on Sunday and paid lip service 
to what they did not believe. They were not 
orthodox but pagan at heart. Yet the empty 
form remained. Against this deadly disease, 
Kierkegaard stressed passionate appropriation 
and personal decision. With biting sarcasm he 
flayed hypocrisy, contrasted the despised Chris- 
tians of the first century with the respectable 
sham of nineteenth century Europe, and urged 
more emotion, less intellect, more suffering, less 
complacency, more subjectivity, less objectivity. 


No doubt Kierkegaard was substantially cor- 
rect in viewing the church as too formal, too 


SEPTEMBER 7. 1955 


“SIGRID MARRIES A CATHOLIC” 

Is your son or daughter engaged to a Roman 
Catholic? Are you aware of the developments 
that this romance is bound to bring? This 
true story of Pierre and Sigrid reveals why 
a mixed marriage is a slavery from which 
there is no deliverance. Learn the vital and 
important facts before it is too late! Postpaid 
only $1.00. Edition limited. 

GOSPEL ART SHOPPE 

Dept. SP-8, Rowan, lowa 


Hegelian, too pagan. And no devout person 
can quarrel with the need for personal decision 
and appropriation. But, and this is the impor- 
tant point, if a person is to appropriate, there 
must be something to be appropriated. Kierke- 
gaard and his present day followers, for all their 
talk about God and revelation, offer us little 
or nothing to appropriate. Kierkegaard himself 
said, “Christ did not propose any doctrine; he 
acted. He did not teach that there is redemp- 
tion for men; he redeemed them.” Now, it is 
true that Christ redeemed his elect; it is true 
that he acted; it is even true that his chief 
mission was not to teach; but it is untrue that 
Christ proposed no doctrines. Kierkegaard wrote 
a book called Either-Or, and he too often prac- 
ticed such a principle. A better principle is 
Both-And. Christ both acted and he taught. 
Moreover he especially commissioned his dis- 
ciples to teach, to teach a great many doctrines, 
found in Romans, Corinthians, and the rest of 
the New Testament. 


Because Kierkegaard offers us nothing to ap- 
propriate and puts all his stress on the subjective 
feeling of appropriation, it makes no difference 
whether we worship God or idols. In his en- 
gaging literary style Kierkegaard describes two 
men: one is in a Lutheran church and enter- 
tains a true conception of God, but because he 
prays in a false spirit, he is in truth praying to 
an idol. The other man is in a heathen temple 
praying to idols; but since he prays with an 
infinite passion, he is in truth praying to God. 
Once again Kierkegaard acts on the principle 
of Either-Or instead of Both-And. Both the 
Lutheran who prays in a false spirit and the 
heathen who prays to idols are displeasing God. 
Just because a heathen has some intense pas- 
sionate experiences, it does not follow that he 
is worshipping the true God. But for Kierke- 
gaard the truth is found in the inward How, 
not in the external What. What a man worships 
makes no difference. It is his passion that counts. 
“An objective uncertainty,” says Kierkegaard, 
“held fast in an appropriation process of the 
most passionate inwardness is the truth, the 
highest truth attainable for an. existing indi- 
vidual. . . . If only the How of this relation is 
in truth, then the individual is in truth, even 
though he ts thus related to untruth.” 


However peculiar this type of philosophy may 
be, contemporary Protestantism is largely dom- 
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immediate responsibilities, let us select two con- 
temporary schools of philosophy, each of which 
in its own way contrasts sharply with the first 
chapter of our Confession. 


The first of these two and the more obviously 
anti-Christian movement is variously called 
naturalism, secularism, or humanism. These 
names are simply more complimentary titles for 
what formerly was bluntly called atheism. The 
purpose of this meeting may not seem to call 
for a discussion of atheism; with its denial of 
God and therefore of revelation, naturalism 
may appear to be a philosophical development 
that the Church can afford to ignore. But a 
church that ignores secular humanism is simply 
shutting its eyes to the situation around about 
and failing to maintain the first chapter of the 
Confession against all opponents. Unfortunate- 
ly brevity is required, and therefore without any 
reference to Communism, the most blatant form 
of atheism, mention will be made only of cer- 
tain political and certain educational events on 
the American scene. 


In recent civil and public life there has de- 
veloped an opposition to the practice of Chris- 
tianity. According to reports by the National 
Association of Evangelicals an adoption agency 
stamped “Psychologically Unfit” on the applica- 
tion papers of a wide awake minister and _ his 
wife. A Navy chaplain tells of attempts, success- 
ful attempts, to discharge active Christian 
young men as psychotic. In another public field, 
the city of Indianapolis refuses the use of its 
parks to Christian groups if they so much as 


intend to ask a blessing at meal time or sing - 


a hymn. Other groups may hold their programs, 
but Christian groups are discriminated against. 
Then again the released time program for re- 
ligious instruction is an object of attack. The 
strategy of the humanists is to occupy the time 
and the attention of children to such an extent 
that they will have no opportunity to hear the 
Gospel. The public schools with their compul- 
sory attendance are to be used for the inculca- 
tion of secularism. And those who oppose secu- 
larism and who want to give their children 
Christian instruction are branded as anti-social, 
undemocratic, and divisive. Such events are 
straws in the wind, which show how the human- 
ists are using government agencies to curtail 
religious liberty. 


Behind these particular events stands the 
naturalistic philosophy that is taught, I mean, 
that is inculcated in a number of American col- 
leges and universities. Let it not be thought 
that professors are uniformly objective and in- 
differently teach all views alike. Secularism is 
actively forced upon the students. For example, 
consider the statement of Millard S. Everett, 
a professor in Roosevelt College, Chicago, quot- 
ed in Philosophy in the Classroom, page 27, by 
J. H. Melzer: “Our course is built and conduct- 
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ed along liberal lines. Moreover, we have not 
confused liberalism with indifferentism or neu- 
trality on basic issues, but we have organized 
the course definitely for the purpose of in- 
creasing the student’s acceptance of the scien- 
tific attitude, liberal and secular morality, and 
the democratic goals of liberty and equality. 
We ... leave no doubt in the student’s mind 
by the end of the term that we stand with 
the forces of democracy, science, and modern 
culture.” With this espousal of secularism in 
black and white, one can more easily give cre- 
dence to the rumor that another university will 
not knowingly graduate a student who is a Fun- 
damentalist. 


From our benighted Christian viewpoint these 
humanists do not seem to have much under- 
standing of the laws of logic. They take the 
principle of the separation of church and state 
and consider it reprehensible to use public 
school facilities for released time education. The 
American Civil Liberties Union will go to court 
against released time, but I have never heard 
of them opposing the use of tax money for 
anti-Christian instruction. They have _ never 
sued a university for teaching secularism. They 
will defend Communists; they will defend the 
publishers of obscene comic books; but when 
have they ever defended religious liberty or 
protested against the inculcation of humanism 
in tax-supported institutions. Consistency does 
not seem to be one of their virtues. 


Christian opposition to humanism has ordi- 
narily been ineffective politically and has often 
been worthless philosophically. In attacking a 
materialistic or mechanistic world view, Chris- 
tians have sometimes pontificated that no one 
can believe the universe to be the result of 
chance. Unfortunately this is not true. There 
are many people who so believe; and until Chris- 
tian thinkers face the realities of the situation, 
improvement cannot reasonably be expected. 


Not every minister, not every church, has a 
profitable occasion of combatting the sources 
of humanism. Only in exceptional cases can 
a minister come face to face with naturalistic 
professors and authors. Only rarely can a min- 
ister answer these men in print. There are 
some churches situated in university towns, that 
have opportunities of working with students. 
It is hoped that they also have the equipment 
to be effective. Each of us should examine his 
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own situation to see what his possibilities are. 
Most unfortunately short sightedness or selfish- 
ness sometimes produces a tragedy. ‘There was 
one church in a university city, whose minister 
wanted to work with the students. There was 
also a group of students willing to help him. 
The situation was ideal—but for one thing: 
the congregation could not see the university 
as a mission field, complained that their min- 
ister was neglecting them, and forced his resig- 
nation. 

All the more honor to those congregations 
and pastors who take this part of their responsi- 
bilities seriously! And all honor to the few col- 
leges that are Christian, not in name only, but 
in actual instruction! And all honor to those 
who are founding Christian primary schools, 
where God is not ignored, treated as unimpor- 
tant or nonexistent. ‘The opportunity and re- 
sponsibility of establishing Christian grade 
schools is one that I should like to urge upon 
you, but time and my subject forbid. 


At the beginning of this paper I stated that 
the first chapter of the Confession, on divine 
revelation, is the great divide between two types 
of thought. On the one side of this divide 
stands naturalism, secularism, or humanism. But 
it does not stand alone. Also on the same side 
of the great divide is another system of thought. 
This system asserts, even vigorously asserts the 
existence of God, at least some kind of a God, 
and goes so far as to speak of revelation; but 
what it says about God and revelation is so 
opposed to the first chapter of the Confession 
that Christianity, far from welcoming its sup- 
port, must regard it as a most subtle and de- 
ceptive enemy. I refer to what is often called 
Neo-orthodoxy. 


The originator of Neo-orthodoxy was the 
Danish thinker Soren Kierkegaard. With his 
penetrating mind he saw that the Hegelian Ab- 
solute was not the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. With his passionate nature he revolted 
against the stolid ecclesiastical formalism of his 
day. The Lutheran church was dead. Some 
might describe the situation as dead orthodoxy. 
But Ludwig Feuerbach, Kierkegaard’s contem- 
porary, diagnosed the situation, not as dead or- 
thodoxy, but as lively hypocrisy. ‘The people 
went to church on Sunday and paid lip service 
to what they did not believe. They were not 
orthodox but pagan at heart. Yet the empty 
form remained. Against this deadly disease, 
Kierkegaard stressed passionate appropriation 
and personal decision. With biting sarcasm he 
flayed hypocrisy, contrasted the despised Chris- 
tians of the first century with the respectable 
Sham of nineteenth century Europe, and urged 
more emotion, less intellect, more suffering, less 
complacency, more subjectivity, less objectivity. 


No doubt Kierkegaard was substantially cor- 
rect in viewing the church as too formal, too 
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Hegelian, too pagan. And no devout person 
can quarrel with the need for personal decision 
and appropriation. But, and this is the impor- 
tant point, if a person is to appropriate, there 
must be something to be appropriated. Kierke- 
gaard and his present day followers, for all their 
talk about God and revelation, offer us little 
or nothing to appropriate. Kierkegaard himself 
said, “Christ did not propose any doctrine; he 
acted. He did not teach that there is redemp- 
tion for men; he redeemed them.” Now, it is 
true that Christ redeemed his elect; it is true 
that he acted; it is even true that his chief 
mission was not to teach; but it is untrue that 
Christ proposed no doctrines. Kierkegaard wrote 
a book called Either-Or, and he too often prac- 
ticed such a principle. A _ better principle is 
Both-And. Christ both acted and he taught. 
Moreover he especially commissioned his dis- 
ciples to teach, to teach a great many doctrines, 
found in Romans, Corinthians, and the rest of 
the New Testament. : 


Because Kierkegaard offers us nothing to ap- 
propriate and puts all his stress on the subjective 
feeling of appropriation, it makes no difference 
whether we worship God or idols. In his en- 
gaging literary style Kierkegaard describes two 
men: one is in a Lutheran church and enter- 
tains a true conception of God, but because he 
prays in a false spirit, he is in truth praying to 
an idol. The other man is in a heathen temple 
praying to idols; but since he prays with an 
infinite passion, he is in truth praying to God. 
Once again Kierkegaard acts on the principle 
of Either-Or instead of Both-And. Both the 
Lutheran who prays in a false spirit and the 
heathen who prays to idols are displeasing God. 
Just because a heathen has some intense pas- 
sionate experiences, it does not follow that he 


is worshipping the true God. But for Kierke- 


gaard the truth is found in the inward How, 
not in the external What. What a man worships 
makes no difference. It is his passion that counts. 
‘An objective uncertainty,” says Kierkegaard, 
“held fast in an appropriation process of the 
most passionate inwardness is the truth, the 
highest truth attainable for an existing indi- 
vidual. . . . If only the How of this relation is 
in truth, then the individual is in truth, even 
though he is thus related to untruth.” 


However peculiar this type of philosophy may 
be, contemporary Protestantism is largely dom- 
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inated by it. The Neo-orthodox ministers may finite passion and to deceive many true Chris- a 
talk about God and revelation, but they do tians who know little about German theology. A 
not have in mind the objective God and the They can quote Scripture: of course it may S 
objective revelation of the Westminster Con- be false, but it is still a revelation. For example, § 
fession. They do not believe that the Bible tells in exalting God above all human limitations 
the truth. For example, Emil Brunner, who they remind us that God’s thoughts are not 
through his books and through his one-time posi- our thoughts. The divine Mind is so far above . 
tion in Princeton Theological Seminary has our finite minds that there is not a single point ; 
become popular in the United States, is so far of coincidence between his knowledge and ours. ( 
removed from the Confession that he holds When a Calvinist attempts to reason with them . 
neither the words of Scripture nor the thoughts logically, they disparagingly contrast human 
of Scripture to be the truth. To quote: “All logic with divine paradox. God is totally other. . 
words have merely an instrumental significance. He is never an object of our thought. In one . 
Not only the linguistic expressions but even ecclesiastical meeting I heard a minister say, “ 
the conceptual content is not the thing itself, the human mind possesses no truth at all. And . 
but just its framework, its receptacle, and last year in Europe I visited a certain professor ‘ 
medium.” A few pages later he continues, “God who asserted that we can have no absolute truth . 
can... speak his word to a man even through whatever. When he said that, I took a piece of 
false doctrine.” God then reveals himself in paper and wrote on it, We can have no abso- . 
falsehood and untruth. What a revelation! lute truth whatever; I showed him the writing, : 
nd ; the sentence - We can have no absolute truth 
‘This type of theology is to be explained partly whatever; then I asked, Is that sentence abso- , 
as a reaction to the immanentism of Hegel, for lute truth? Do you not see that if the human | 
whom God or the Absolute is nothing other truth. it could not have the 
than the unity of the total universe. For Hegel, truth we know noth- 
without the world there could be no God. ing, we could not know we know nothing. And 
Kierkegaard, Brunner, and their disciples want if there is no point of coincidence between 
a transcendent God. Either itmmanence, or 
transcendence; not both - and. By insisting on God s knowledge and tered rigorously follows, : 
the transcendence of God they are able to cloak since God knows everything, that we know ab- 


themselves with the pseudo-piety of their in- 
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With such skepticism it is not surprising that 
their religion consists in a passionate inward- 
ness that appropriates nothing objective. Un- 
fortunately skepticism, particularly when dis- 
cussed in such an academic tone as this address, 
does not provoke as passionate a reaction among 
the evangelically minded as it ought. But one 
ought to realize that even the most gentle and 
innocuous skepticism is sufficient to defeat the 
Gospel. To speed the dissolution of Christianity 
it is not necessary to say that we know a con- 
trary philosophy is true; it is equally effective 
to say that we do not know anything is true. 
The Gospel is a message of positive content, and 
whether it is dogmatically denied or merely 
silenced makes little difference. 


What is more unfortunate is that the skepti- | 


cism of Neo-orthodoxy is especially insidious. 
Men who adopt the position of Kierkegaard 
and Brunner not only make use of terms such 
as God and revelation, but they also talk of 
sin and justification. Some of them might even 
preach a tolerably good sermon on imputed 
righteousness. This deceives simple minded be- 
lievers. When people hear the familiar words 
they naturally assume that familiar ideas are 
meant. They fail to see that the Neo-orthodox 
consider neither the words nor even the intel- 
lectual content to be the truth. Although the 
sermon may be on Adam and the fall, the Neo- 
orthodox ministers understand the words in a 
mythological sense. Adam fell, oh yes; and we 
are sinners because Adam fell; but naturally 
Adam was not a real person in history. The 
story of Adam is the myth by which we are 
stimulated to an infinite passion. 


Although it is to be expected, it is still dis- 
couraging to see right-minded people deceived 
by this sort of talk. At the meeting of the World 
Council at Evanston, the European theologians 
supported the notion of an apocalyptic return 
of Christ. In contrast with the American the- 
ologians who place their hope in a future social- 
istic government, the talk of an apocalypse 
sounded refreshing; and the poorly informed, 
those who had not studied the history of Ger- 
man thought in the last century, congratulated 
themselves on signs of a return to Biblical think- 
ing. In this vain imagination the evangelicals 
are completely deceived. They need to be alerted 
to the wiles of the Devil. 


But if it is unfortunate to be deceived, what 
can be said about the deceivers? Ever since 
Arius twisted Scriptural language to avoid the 
crushing arguments of Athanasius, unbelievers 
in the church have used Scriptural phraseology 
to disguise their underlying meaning. What a 
contrast with the policy of the Westminster 
divines. They spared no effort to make their 
statements clear, unambiguous, and completely 
honest. Their purpose was not to deceive or 
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conceal, but to explain and clarify. And so 
carefully did they define their terms that it 
is almost impossible for a normal intelligence 
to mistake the meaning. Not only was the in- 
tellectual content plainly put forward, but it 
was made plain and intelligible by a careful 
attention to the words they chose. 


The Reformers and their successors in_ the 
following century were honest; many of the ec- 
clesiastical leaders of the present century are not. 
They take solemn ordination vows, subscribing 
to the Westminster Confession; but they do 
not believe it is the truth. Perjurers in the pul- 
pit! What a tragedy for the people in the pews! 
And what a tragedy also for these ministers! 


The late J. Gresham Machen was an honest 
man and a brilliant scholar. In 1925 he pub- 
lished a_ salutary volume entitled, What ts 
Faith. Although he was not particularly con- 
cerned with Neo-orthodoxy at that time, his 
first chapter is an incisive attack on skepticism 
and anti-intellectualism. He stressed the truth, 
the objective truth of the Bible and the primacy 
of the intellect. ‘Today, thirty years later, the 
book should be reread, for Neo-orthodoxy is 
even more anti-intellectual than the old mod- 
ernism. And if skepticism prevails, if there is 
no truth, no gospel that the human mind can 
grasp, we might as well worship idols in a 
heathen temple. 


On the other side of the continental divide 
the water flows in the opposite direction. In- 
stead of the stifling deserts of Arizona, the 
Mississippi valley with its wheat and corn come 
into view. Here we have life and the fruits of 
the soil. However, not all the soil, not all the 
rivers on the east of the divide are equally fruit- 
ful. Had there been time today, it would have 
been possible to give an ample description of 
two rivers, but as it is, only an indication can 
be attempted. There is one stream, which, ac- 
cepting the Scripture as the only and infallible 
rule of faith and practice, does not accept all the 
other thirty-two chapters of the Confession. 
Though it may accept several, and be called 
broadly evangelical, it rejects chapter three and 
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other chapters which are definitely Calvinistic. 
The waters of this stream flow in the same 
general direction, and we rejoice that they 
eventually reach the same heavenly ocean; but 
they flow through stony ground with sparse 
vegetation, or sometimes they ooze through 
swamps where the vegetation is dense enough 
but unhealthful and useless. This stream in 
its rocky course babbles about faith and repent- 
ance being the cause instead of the result of 
regeneration; and it claims that its swamp free 
will can either block or render effective the 
Almighty power of God. All there is time to 
say of this stream of thought is that its in- 
consistencies make it an easy prey to the attacks 
of humanism. It cannot defend the principle of 
revelation because it has misunderstood the con- 
tents of revelation. | 

On the other hand that blest river of salva- 
tion, flowing through the land of tall corn and 
sturdy cattle, is to be identified with the doc- 
trines of the great Reformers. These men and 
their disciples in the following century studied 
out and wrote down the system of doctrine 
which the Presbyterian and Reformed churches 
still profess. The Westminster Confession is 
no abbreviated creed written by men of abbre- 
viated faith. On the contrary it is the nearest 
approach men have yet made to a full state- 
ment of the whole counsel of God which Paul 
did not fail to declare. The Westminster divines 
were the best Biblical scholars of their time 
and as a group have not been surpassed since. 
For a full five years or more they labored un- 
remittingly to formulate their summary of what 
the Bible teaches. And so successful were they, 
that their document is justly the basis of many 
denominations. The factual existence of the 
Westminster Confession testifies to several con- 
victions of our spiritual forebears; and three 
of these convictions may serve as a conclusion 
to this talk. 


First, our forefathers were convinced, the 
Westminster Confession asserts, and the Bible 
teaches that God has given us a written revela- 
tion. This revelation is the truth. As Christ 
himself said, Thy word is truth. It is not a 
myth, it is not an allegory, it is no mere pointer 
to the truth, it is not an analogy of the truth; 
but it is literally and absolutely true. 


Second, our forefathers were convinced and 
the Reformed Faith asserts that this truth can 
be known. God has created us in his image 
with the intellectual and logical powers of un- 
derstanding. He has addressed to men an in- 
telligible revelation and he expects us to read 
it, to grasp its meaning, and to believe it. God 
is not totally other, nor is logic a human in- 
vention that distorts God’s statements. If this 
were so, as the Neo-orthodox say, then it would 
follow, as the Neo-orthodox admit, that falsity 
would be as useful as truth in producing a pas- 
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sionate emotion. But the Bible expects us to 
appropriate a definite message. 


Then third, the Reformers believed that 


-God’s revelation can be formulated accurately. 


They were not enamoured of ambiguity; they 
did not identify piety with a confused mind. 
They wanted to proclaim the truth with the 
greatest possible clarity. And so ought we. 


Dare we allow our Biblical heritage to be 
lost in a nebulous ecumenicity where _ belief 
has been reduced to the shortest possible doc- 
trinal statement, in which peace is preserved by 
an all embracing ambiguity? Or should we 
ponder the fact that when the Reformers 
preached the complete Biblical message in all 
its detail and with the greatest possible clarity, 
God granted the world its greatest spiritual 
awakening since the days of the Apostles. May 
we not similarly expect astonishing blessings 
if we return with enthusiasm to all the doctrines 
of the Westminster Confession! 


Transportation in Israel 


The transportation industry in Israel is ex- 
panding all the time. Seven years ago there 
were only 62 miles of broad-guage railroads. 
Today there are 220 miles; and in addition, 
the first stage of a 45-mile Negev railroad con- 
necting Na’an and Beersheba is now being laid. 


There are now 44,614 motor vehicles and 
approximately 1,250 miles of asphalt roads in 
Israel. 


The nation has its own airline with eight 
large aircraft making regular flights between 
four continents: Asia, Europe, North America 
and Africa. The E]-Al Israel Airlines have been 
in operation for nearly six years and have a 
perfect safety record. Last year they carried 
32,639 passengers. In addition, a subsidiary air- 
lines operates within Israel, linking Tel Aviv, 
Haifa and Eilat. 


As for her merchant fleet, Israel now has 
34 vessels with a gross total of 137,000 tons, 
making her the leading maritime nation in the 
Near East. —Exchange. 
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Malachi Calls For Righteous Living 


Background Scripture: Leviticus 22:21-22; Malachi. 


Devotional Reading: Eph. 5:1-8. 


The work of the leaders of the returning Jews was two-fold: (1) The re-building of the 
Temple and the Wall of Jerusalem, and (2) ‘True Worship of God and Righteous Living. Both 
met with opposition. The Adversaries hindered the Temple-building and the Wall-building, and 
the sinfulness of human nature and Satan, hindered the spiritual life of the people. The prophets 
Haggai and Malachi encouraged both parts of the work; the outward and the inward and spiritual. 


We are concerned today with the Call for 


Righteous Living. 


Paul in Ephesians 5:1-8, (Devotional Read- 
ing) gives the two parts of our spiritual life; 
Separation from evil; “Be not ye therefore par- 
takers with them,” and Pursuit of Righteous- 
ness; ‘Walk as children of light.” It can be 
stated ‘n these words, “Come from among them 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing, and I will be a father 
to you, and we shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Almighty.” ‘There is to be a complete 
break with the old life of sin, and a holy living 
in the new life in Christ. Both of these are 
stressed by Nehemiah, Ezra, and Malachi. The 
whole book of Malachi is an argument for, and 
an exhortation to Righteous Living. ‘The style 
of the book is peculiar. It is argumentative 
in form, and its chief characteristic is the 
prophet’s art of exciting attention by introduc- 
ing objections to the truths stated by him, and 
then replying to them with emphatic additions 
to his original statement.’’ (Analytical Bible) 
This prophecy should be studied with the book 
of Nehemiah as historical background, in order 
that we may get the setting, and see all the cir- 
cumstances. 


For convenience I would like to center our 
attention upon four prominent topics discussed 
in the book: 1. Worship of God, 2. Home Life, 
3. Judgment, 4. Stewardship. 


I. Worship of God: 1:1-2:10. 


Jehovah was their Living God; their Cove- 
nant-keeping God. He had chosen Jacob instead 
of Esau, and had made them His peculiar peo- 
ple. He asks here one of those many questions 
and answers to be found in this prophecy. “I 
have loved you, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, 
Wherein hast thou loved us’? The prophet 
answers by citing the electing love of God, when 
he chose Jacob instead of Esau. 


They had not responded to that love. Their 
worship was half-hearted and corrupt. In verse 
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6 we find some more questions: “If then, I be 
a father, where is mine honor? and if I be a 
master, where is my fear?’ They wish to argue 
the questions, so “ye say, Wherein have we 
despised thy name? Ye offer polluted bread upon 
mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we pol- 
luted thee? In that ye say, The table of the 
Lord is contemptible.” He then piles up the 
charges against them : they offer the blind and 
the lame and the sick. If they offered such 
gifts to their governor, he would neither be 
pleased, nor would their gifts be accepted. He 
then tells them that they would not even shut 
a door or kindle a fire for nought. They grow . 
weary of their perfunctory worship and _ prac- 
tice deceit. Is it not strange that there are 
those who think they can deceive God, even 
in our enlightened day? 


He proceeds to pronounce a curse upon the 
priests, as well as the offerer. God made a special 
covenant with one tribe, Levi, but these priests 
had departed out of the way, corrupted the 
covenant, and caused many to stumble. It is 
bad enough to offer polluted things; it is even 
worse when those who lead in worship connive 
with and lead the people astray. What care; what 
searching of heat, is necessary when we worship 
Jehovah, the King! In Leviticus 22:21 we have 
God’s commandment : offerings must be perfect; 
no blemish therein. 


II. Home Life: Malachi 2:11-16. 


Nehemiah speaks of the terrible condition in 
some of the homes: “In those days also saw 
I Jews that had married wives of Ashdod, of 
Ammon, and of Moab. And their children 
spake half in the speech of Ashdod, and could 
not speak in the Jew’s language, but according 
to the language of each people.’”’ He reminds 
them that “outlandish women” had ruined as 
great a king as Solomon.” Shall we then hearken 
unto you to do all this great evil, to transgress 
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against our God in marrying strange wives?” 
He took drastic steps to remedy this evil. (See 
Neh. 13:23-31) 


Malachi accuses them of dealing treacherous- 
ly against “the wife of thy youth,” and “the 
wife of thy covenant.” The marriage vow is a 
very solemn covenant. Evidently, they had been 
putting away their wives and marrying these 
“strange women.” Verse 15 is one of the proofs 
that monogomy and is a warning against divorce. 
“And did he not make one? Yet had he the 
residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That 
he might seek a godly seed. Therefore take 
heed to your spirit, and let none deal treach- 
erously against the wife of his youth.” It would 
be well to compare this with what Jesus taught 
about divorce. (see Matt. 19:3-9), also Genesis 
1:27, and in Mark, chapter 10, and Luke 16. 

This is a much-needed admonition and warn- 
ing to us today. The divorce evil is one of 
the most terrible of our national sins. Along 
with the curse of strong drink it is doing more 
to wreck and ruin the American home than 
almost anything else. It strikes at the founda- 
tion of the home. Broken homes are every- 
where and many of these children are being 
cared for as if they were orphans; and in many 
ways they are worse off than they would be if 
their parents were dead. Let us beware of 
“mixed marriages,” whether it be mixing the 
races, or mixing the godly and ungodly, or 
the mixing of those with decidedly different 
religious beliefs. Paul admonishes us to “marry 
in the Lord.” The first question which young 
people ought to ask is this question, when con- 
templating marriage, Is the one I am thinking 
of marrying a real Christian; or, Am I a real 
Christian? 

Ill. Judgment: Malachi 3:1-6; 16-18; 4:1-6. 

In verse 17 of chapter 2 there is another of 
these frequent questions. The prophet accuses 
them of wearying the Lord with their words. 
“Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? 
They ask a further question, Where is the God 
of judgment? Malachi proceeds to answer this 
by telling them that His messenger is coming, 
(John the Baptist) and that the Lord Himself 
shall come to His temple. “But who shall abide 
the day of his coming? and who shall stand 
when he appeareth? for he is like a _ refiner’s 
fire and like fuller’s soap.” John said of Jesus, 
There cometh One after me Who is preferred 
before me...and His fan shall be in His hand 
and he will thoroughly purge his floor and 
gather the wheat into the garner, but He shall 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 
“And I will come near to you in judgment.” 
Jesus came the first time to offer Himself a 
sacrifice for sin and to save us from our sins. 
He is coming again to judge the world. 


He returns to this subject again in chapter 
4:1-6 and closes with a vivid description of the 
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great and dreadful day of the Lord. There are 
two aspects of this “Day of the Lord”: (1) All 
the proud and all that do wickedly, shall be 
stubble and the day that cometh shall burn 
them up, saith the Lord . . . neither root or 
branch shall remain. (2) It will be a “Delight- 
ful day” to those who fear and love the Lord. 
A Book of Remembrance is written, “And they 
shall be mine, saith the Lord, in that day when 
I make up my jewels. And ye shall tread down 
the wicked for they shall be ashes under 
the soles of your feet; in the day that I shall 
do this.’”” Jesus tells us of that Day in Matthew 
25 : And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into life eternal. 
Are we ready for that Day to come? It is time 
to seek the Lord; to prepare to meet our God. 


IV. Stewardship : Malachi 3:7-15. 

The Junior Topic is very suggestive : “Giving 
our Best to God.” That is the essence of “‘Stew- 
ardship.”’ 


Verse eight begins with another of Malachi’s 
searching questions: “Will a man rob God?” 
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? The 
answer comes straight and clear; In tithes and 
offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse : for ye 
have robbed me, even this whole nation. | 
wonder if this is not one explanation of the 
many vexing problems which confront us and 
threaten us today? We are not in exactly the 
same position as Israel, for we are not the 
“Chosen People,” but we are a greatly blessed 
and highly-favored nation. We have the Gospel, 
and go by the name of “Christian.” We are a 
land of Bibles and churches, and we have en- 
joyed the favor and protection of God. Yet we 
spend more on drink and tobacco and luxuries 
than all we give to God. Even Christian people 
do not practice tithing as a whole. It is com- 
monly thought to be a sin to be “stingy,” but 
to be stingy toward God is a worse sin. 


The universal experience of those who are 
“good stewards of the manifold grace of God” 
is that we receive a rich blessing. We should 
not tithe because it pays in a material way. It 
does pay; not always in increased income for 
us in dollars and cents, although this is usually 
the case, but in spiritual growth and enrichment. 
The tithe is what we owe. The “Offering” is 
what we give beyond what we owe, a “love- 
gilt.” Let us “Prove me herewith, and see if 
the windows of heaven will not be opened for 
us too. God still loves a “Hilarious” giver. 
Let us remember that all we have comes from 
Him, the Giver of every good and perfect gift, 
and let us gladly give back to Him part of 
that which He has so graciously given to us. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 18 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Contributions Of Presbyterians 
To The United States 


Hymn: “God Bless Our Native Land” 
Prayer 
Scripture: Psalm 146. 
Hymn: “Faith of Our Fathers! Living Still’ 
Offering 
Hymn: “Rise Up, O Men of God” 
PROGRAM LEADER: 


(Two other ways of presenting this program 
besides using the material as printed below are: 
(1) Ask your minister or some other qualified 
person to speak to you on the history of Pres- 
byterianism in the United States and of con- 
tributions which Presbyterians have made _ to 
national life, or (2) Have someone give the 
history of your local church . . . quite a number 
of churches have their histories available in 
printed form.) 

Every church can be expected to make some 
unique contribution to the community of which 
it is a part. In a larger sense this applies to 
denominations. In the United States our de- 
nominations have as their community a large 
section of the country, and often the whole 
nation. Anyone who knows the history of our 
land will be ready to admit that Presbyterians 
have made an important mark on the national 
life of our country. The purpose of this pro- 
gram is to determine what contributions the 
Presbyterian church has made to the life of the 
United States. 


First SPEAKER: 

The fact that the American Revolution was 
referred to in England as a “Presbyterian Re- 
bellion” would indicate that Presbyterians had 
a large part in it. That is altogether true. Most 
of the Presbyterians who found themselves in 
America at the time of the Revolution had 
experienced religious persecution, either in their 
own lives or in the lives of their parents, when 
they lived in the Old World. In America they 
hoped to find both religious and political free- 
dom, but conditions proved to be little better 
in the colonies than they had known before 
crossing the sea. It was only natural that these 
Presbyterians should be enthusiastic about the 
idea of forming a free and independent nation 
in the New World, and so it was that from 
among their ranks came the leaders in the strug- 
gle for independence from British oppression. 

It is not too much to say that the characteristic 
belief of Presbyterians in a sovereign and just 
God provided the moral and spiritual courage 
which was necessary for the colonists to revolt 
against the superior strength of the mother 
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country. They were firm in the belief that their 
cause was just and that God would honor it. 
While there were many other religious groups 
in the colonies which supported the fight for 
independence, it cannot be denied that the Pres- 
byterians had a major part in its planning and 
prosecution. 

SECOND SPEAKER: 

No careful study of the government of the 
United States and the form of government of 
the Presbyterian church can fail to reveal the 
similarity between them. Presbyterians practice 
a representative form of government, and when 
the new nation was being founded Presbyterian- 
ism served as the model for its government. It 
was a new experiment in national government, 
but the system had already been tried and proved 
in the Presbyterian church. This is one of the 
most valuable practical contributions which any 
church has ever made to civil life. All true 
citizens of the United States believe their sys- 
tem of government to be the best that the world 
has ever known, but there are many who have 
never realized that the Presbyterian church led 
the way in demonstrating the worth of this 
kind of government. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

Every thinking person will be aware that 
there were many individual Presbyterian lead- 
ers in the early days of our country who deserve 
to be known and honored. We shall give brief 
mention to a few of them. 


The man who is frequently designated the 
“Father of American’ Presbyterianism” was 
Francis Makemie, a Presbyterian minister from 
Northern Ireland who came to America in 1683. 
In 1684 he organized a Presbyterian church at 
Snow Hill,’ Maryland. He traveled throughout 
Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas preach- 
ing to the settlers. In 1706 six Presbyterian min- 
isters met in Philadelphia and organized the 
first American presbytery with Makemie as its 
moderator. The rich and powerful people in 
the colonies at that time were strictly loyal to 
the British Crown and the Church of England. 
Makemie was bitterly opposed by these, and 
the progress of his labors is a tribute to his 
courage and ability. 


The first presbytery in the South was organ- 
ized by Samuel Davies, born in Pennsylvania 
and ordained to the ministry in 1746. Most 
of his preaching work was done on the Virginia 
frontier, and it was after faithful labor there 
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against our God in marrying strange wives?” 
He took drastic steps to remedy this evil. (See 
Neh. 13:23-31) 


Malachi accuses them of dealing treacherous- 
ly against “the wife of thy youth,” and “the 
wife of thy covenant.” The marriage vow is a 
very solemn covenant. Evidently, they had been 
putting away their wives and marrying these 
“strange women.” Verse 15 is one of the proofs 
that monogomy and is a warning against divorce. 
“And did he not make one? Yet had he the 
residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That 
he might seek a godly seed. Therefore take 
heed to your spirit, and let none deal treach- 
erously against the wife of his youth.” It would 
be well to compare this with what Jesus taught 
about divorce. (see Matt. 19:3-9), also Genesis 
1:27, and in Mark, chapter 10, and Luke 16. 

This is a much-needed admonition and warn- 
ing to us today. The divorce evil is one of 
the most terrible of our national sins. Along 
with the curse of strong drink it is doing more 
to wreck and ruin the American home than 


almost anything else. It strikes at the founda- © 


tion of the home. Broken homes are every- 
where and many of these children are being 
cared for as if they were orphans; and in many 
ways they are worse off than they would be if 
their parents were dead. Let us beware of 
“mixed marriages,” whether it be mixing the 
races, or mixing the godly and ungodly, or 
the mixing of those with decidedly different 
religious beliefs. Paul admonishes us to “marry 
in the Lord.” The first question which young 
people ought to ask is this question, when con- 
templating marriage, Is the one I am thinking 
of marrying a real Christian; or, Am I a real 
Christian? 

Ill. Judgment: Malachi 3:1-6; 16-18; 4:1-6. 


In verse 17 of chapter 2 there is another of — 


these frequent questions. The prophet accuses 
them of wearying the Lord with their words. 
“Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? 
- They ask a further question, Where is the God 
of judgment? Malachi proceeds to answer this 
by telling them that His messenger is coming, 
(John the Baptist) and that the Lord Himself 
shall come to His temple. “But who shall abide 
the day of his coming? and who shall stand 
when he appeareth? for he is like a _ refiner’s 
fire and like fuller’s soap.” John said of Jesus, 
There cometh One after me Who is preferred 
before me ... and His fan shall be in His hand 
and he will thoroughly purge his floor and 
gather the wheat into the garner, but He shall 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 
“And I will come near to you in judgment.” 
Jesus came the first time to offer Himself a 
sacrifice for sin and to save us from our sins. 
He is coming again to judge the world. 


He returns to this subject again in chapter 


4:1-6 and closes with a vivid description of the. 
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great and dreadful day of the Lord. There are 
two aspects of this “Day of the Lord”: (1) All 
the proud and all that do wickedly, shall be 
stubble and the day that cometh shall burn 
them up, saith the Lord . . . neither root or 
branch shall remain. (2) It will be a “Delight- 
ful day” to those who fear and love the Lord. 
A Book of Remembrance is written, “And they 
shall be mine, saith the Lord, in that day when 
I make up my jewels. And ye shall tread down 
the wicked : for they shall be ashes under 
the soles of your feet; in the day that I shall 
do this.” Jesus tells us of that Day in Matthew 
25 : And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into life eternal. 
Are we ready for that Day to come? It is time 
to seek the Lord; to prepare to meet our God. 


IV. Stewardship : Malachi 3:7-15. 

The Junior Topic is very suggestive : “Giving 
our Best to God.” That is the essence of ‘‘Stew- 
ardship.”’ 


Verse eight begins with another of Malachi’s 
searching questions: “Will a man rob God?” 
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? The 
answer comes straight and clear; In tithes and 
offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse : for ye 
have robbed me, even this whole nation. I 
wonder if this is not one explanation of the 
many vexing problems which confront us and 
threaten us today? We are not in exactly the 
same position as Israel, for we are not the 
“Chosen People,” but we are a greatly blessed 
and highly-favored nation. We have the Gospel, 
and go by the name of “Christian.”” We are a 
land of Bibles and churches, and we have en- 
joyed the favor and protection of God. Yet we 
spend more on drink and tobacco and luxuries 
than all we give to God. Even Christian people 
do not practice tithing as a whole. It is com- 
monly thought to be a sin to be “stingy,” but 
to be stingy toward God is a worse sin. 


The universal experience of those who are 
“good stewards of the manifold grace of God” 
is that we receive a rich blessing. We should 
not tithe because it pays in a material way. It 
does pay; not always in increased income for 
us in dollars and cents, although this is usually 
the case, but in spiritual growth and enrichment. 
The tithe is what we owe. The “Offering” is 
what we give beyond what we owe, a “love- 
gilt.””. Let us “Prove me herewith, and see if 
the windows of heaven will not be opened for 
us too. God still loves a “Hilarious” giver. 
Let us remember that all we have comes from 
Him, the Giver of every good and perfect gift, 
and let us gladly give back to Him part of 
that which He has so graciously given to us. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 18 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Contributions Of Presbyterians 
To The United States 


Hymn: “God Bless Our Native Land” 
Prayer 
Scripture: Psalm 146. 
Hymn: “Faith of Our Fathers! Living Still’ 
Offering 
Hymn: “Rise Up, O Men of God” 
PROGRAM LEADER: 


(Two other ways of presenting this program 
besides using the material as printed below are: 
(1) Ask your minister or some other qualified 
person to speak to you on the history of Pres- 
byterianism in the United States and of con- 
tributions which Presbyterians have made_ to 
national life, or (2) Have someone give the 
history of your local church . . . quite a number 
of churches have their histories available in 
printed form.) 

Every church can be expected to make some 
unique contribution to the community of which 
it is a part. In a larger sense this applies to 
denominations. In the United States our de- 
nominations have as their community a large 
section of the country, and often the whole 
nation. Anyone who knows the history of our 
land will be ready to admit that Presbyterians 
have made an important mark on the national 
life of our country. The purpose of this pro- 
gram is to determine what contributions the 
Presbyterian church has made to the life of the 
United States. 


First SPEAKER: 

The fact that the American Revolution was 
referred to in England as a “Presbyterian Re- 
bellion’” would indicate that Presbyterians had 
a large part in it. That is altogether true. Most 
of the Presbyterians who found themselves in 
America at the time of the Revolution had 
experienced religious persecution, either in their 
own lives or in the lives of their parents, when 
they lived in the Old World. In America they 
hoped to find both religious and political free- 
dom, but conditions proved to be little better 
in the colonies than they had known _ before 
crossing the sea. It was only natural that these 
Presbyterians should be enthusiastic about the 
idea of forming a free and independent nation 
in the New World, and so it was that from 
among their ranks came the leaders in the strug- 
gle for independence from British oppression. 

It is not too much to say that the characteristic 
belief of Presbyterians in a sovereign and just 
God provided the moral and spiritual courage 
which was necessary for the colonists to revolt 
against the superior strength of the mother 
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country. They were firm in the belief that their 
cause was just and that God would honor it. 
While there were many other religious groups 
in the colonies which supported the fight for 
independence, it cannot be denied that the Pres- 
byterians had a major part in its planning and 
prosecution. 

SECOND SPEAKER: 

No careful study of the government of the 
United States and the form of government of 
the Presbyterian church can fail to reveal the 
similarity between them. Presbyterians practice 
a representative form of government, and when 
the new nation was being founded Presbyterian- 
ism served as the model for its government. It 
was a new experiment in national government, 
but the system had already been tried and proved 
in the Presbyterian church. This is one of the 
most valuable practical contributions which any 
church has ever made to civil life. All true 
citizens of the United States believe their sys- 
tem of government to be the best that the world 
has ever known, but there are many who have 
never realized that the Presbyterian church led 
the way in demonstrating the worth of this 
kind of government. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

Every thinking person will be aware that 
there were many individual Presbyterian lead- 
ers in the early days of our country who deserve 
to.be known and honored. We shall give brief 
mention to a few of them. 


The man who is frequently designated the 
“Father of American’ Presbyterianism” was 
Francis Makemie, a Presbyterian minister from 
Northern Ireland who came to America in 1683. 
In 1684 he organized a Presbyterian church at 
Snow Hill,’ Maryland. He traveled throughout 
Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas preach- 
ing to the settlers. In 1706 six Presbyterian min- 
isters met in Philadelphia and organized the 
first American presbytery with Makemie as its 
moderator. The rich and powerful people in 
the colonies at that time were strictly loyal to 
the British Crown and the Church of England. 
Makemie was bitterly opposed by these, and 
the progress of his labors is a tribute to his 
courage and ability. 

The first presbytery in the South was organ- 
ized by Samuel Davies, born in Pennsylvania 
and ordained to the ministry in 1746. Most 
of his preaching work was done on the Virginia 
frontier, and it was after faithful labor there 
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that he was able to organize Hanover Presbytery. 
In spite of oppressive laws aimed against those 
of churches other than the Church of England, 
Davies was able to secure legal recognition for 
the Presbyterian Church. 


One of the best known of early American 
Presbyterians is John Witherspoon. He was born 
in Scotland and came to America in 1768 to 
become president of the Log College in New 
Jersey which was later to be Princeton Uni- 
versity. He took a firm stand with the colonists 
who were seeking independence and was the 
only clergyman to sign the Declaration of In- 
dependence in 1776. Witherspoon’s leadership 
among Presbyterians was officially recognized 
when he was elected moderator of the first Pres- 
byterian General Assembly which met at Phila- 
delphia in 1789. 


Other early Presbyterian leaders who deserve 
mention for their brave and faithful work in 
carrying the church to isolated settlers and those 
who were pushing on into the untamed West 
are: Alexander Craighead, Davis Rice, and 
Hugh Wilson. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: 

We can all be justly proud of the history of 
our church for its contributions to the life of 
the nation. We would not be fair, however, 
if we failed to note some of the opportunities 
to serve the nation which Presbyterians have 
missed. When the task of Christianizing the 
West arose, Presbyterians did relatively less than 
their part. One reason for this failure was that 
Presbyterians were not able to supply ministers 
as they were needed. The Presbyterian Church 
has always maintained high educational require- 
ments for its ministers, and during the expan- 
sion of the West they could not be trained in 
sufficient number to meet the need. This prob- 
lem is understandable, but there is also some 
indication that the evangelistic zeal of the Pres- 
byterian Church was waning and that it was 
tending to become a church for the educated 
class of people. Surely the educated people need 
the ministry of the church, but the history of 
the church during colonial days is proof that 
our church can have an appeal for the primitive 
and uneducated classes as well. We should be 
careful in our own day that a church which has 
so much to contribute as ours does not limit 
its ministry to any particular group or class of 


people. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Turney B. Roddy, to 585 National Street, 
Memphis, 12, ‘Tenn. 


Ordination Service 


Gadsden, Ala. — Dr. J. McDowell Richards, 
moderator of the General Assembly, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., and president of Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, delivered the sermon at the 
ordination of four candidates for the ministry 


- at services in the First Presbyterian Church here 


on July 17th. 


Those ordained and the churches they now 
are serving are B. Blake Breitenhirt, Jr., Albert- 
ville; Ernest H. Mellor, Jr., Guntersville; Em- 
mett G. Sheppard, North Gadsden and Rainbow 
Drive and James R. Tippens. Breitenhirt is a 
graduate of Union Theological Seminary, while 
the others are from Columbia Theological Sem- 


inary. 


The Association of World 


Mission Chairmen 


The Association of World Mission Chairmen 
of Synods and Presbyteries met in Montreat 
during the World Mission Conference. Dr. Wil- 
liam F. Mansell of Vicksburg, Mississippi, was 
elected Chairman, succeeding Dr. L. T. Law- 
rence, of Hope, Arkansas. The Association de- 
cided this year to elect a Vice-Chairman also. 
Dr. Malcolm L. Watson, of Orlando, Florida, 
was elected as Vice-Chairman. 


The Association was organized for the purpose 
of increasing the effectiveness of the work of 
World Mission Committees throughout our 
church. 


GLADE VALLEY SCHOOL ANNOUNCES 


OPENING DATE 


Glade Valley opened her doors for the first 
time in January, 1911. Her first graduate was 
Stella Gentry in 1913. Stella, now Mrs. L. M. 
Sharpe, is the author of the famous little book 
called Toby. She lives in Chapel Hill. 


On August 29 the students will roll onto the 
campus for the forty-sixth consecutive year. 
Times have changed! Glade Valley has changed! 
There is a new campus. A new girls’ dormitory 
will be used for the third year. The Reynolds 
Administration Building, also being used for 
the third year, has proved a wonderful help to 
the school. For the first time in the history of 
Glade Valley the boys will occupy a fire-proof, 
brick building. No doubt they will have many 
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adjustments to make in such modern, up-to-date 
living quarters. 


It is not easy to define the spirit of a school. 
One must catch it by being on the campus. 
And so it is at Glade Valley. However, one soon 
observes that the spirit has not changed in the 
same proportion as her physical plant. One 
feels that those intangibles will not be soon 
forgotten. 


Mr. Richard E. Hilderbrandt, pastor of the 
Glade Valley and the Sparta Presbyterian 
Churches, was in charge of the devotional at 
the first convocation on ‘Tuesday morning, 
August 30. 

—E. B. Eldridge, Superintendent. 


STEWARDSHIP CONFERENCES 


Atlanta, Georgia — A series of Presbytery- 
wide stewardship conferences are being sched- 
uled throughout the General Assembly—con- 
ferences aimed at preparing churches for Every 
Member Canvass Day on November 13 and for 
the Stewardship Season during the month of 
November. Many local churches will have their 
own special programs. 


Some of the subjects to be discussed at these 
meetings will deal with stewardship promotion 
in the local church, budget-making, the Every 
Member Canvass, and stewardship objectives of 
the Forward With Christ program. 


Many of the conferences will be directed by 
Dr. James G. Patton and Dr. Bob Hodges, execu- 
tive secretary and associate secretary, respective- 
ly, of the General Council, the agency under 
which budget and stewardship and the Every 
Member Canvass programs of the Church are 
co-ordinated. 


Dr. Patton will lead the following conferences 
during the stewardship season and during the 
weeks leading up to that particular emphasis: 
Sept. 1, Cherokee Presbytery; Sept. 6-8, Suwan- 
nee Presbytery; Sept. 12, Birmingham Presby- 
tery; Sept. 18-22, Kanawha Presbytery; Sept. 
27-29, Ouachita Presbytery; Oct. 7-8, Potomac 
Presbytery; Oct. 16-19, Upper Missouri Presby- 
tery; October 20, Jackson, Mississippi; Oct. 30, 
West Nashville Church, Nashville, Tenn.; Nov. 
6, Bennettsville, S. C.; Nov. 20-23, Faith Church, 
Tallahassee, Florida. 


Other stewardship conferences scheduled 
through the stewardship season, and led by Dr. 
Hodges include: Sept. 6-9, Atlanta Presbytery; 
Sept. 11-12, Washburn Presbytery; Sept. 13-14, 
East Arkansas Presbytery; Sept. 22, Athens, 
Tenn.; Sept. 26-30, Lexington Presbytery; Oct. 
2-7, Savannah Presbytery; Oct. 11-14, Montgom- 
ery Presbytery; Congaree Presbytery will have 
one conference Sept. 19 for the Columbia area 
churches and a second one on Oct. 17-18 for 


_ other areas of the presbytery; Oct. 26-28, First 
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Church, Sanford, Fla.; Nov. 3, Ormewood Park 
Church, Atlanta, Georgia; and Nov. 6-7, Gen- 
tilly Church, New Orleans, La. 


Similar areas of discussion will be considered 
at each conference, aimed to clarify answers to 
stewardship problems and strengthen the over- 
all program of the Church. 


Cedartown First 


Cedartown, Ga. — On July the Ist the First 
Presbyterian Church secured Miss Louise Ben- 
nett as Director of Christian Education. Miss 
Bennett is a graduate of Montreat College 
where she majored in Bible and Christian Edu- 
cation. In addition to her work with the 
Pioneers and Senior High Fellowship, she acts 
as church secretary. 


Rev. Charles Moffatt, Jr., Mrs. Moffatt and 
Charles III came to our church in November, 
1954. He is a graduate of Columbia Seminary 
where he received a Fellowship for a year’s 
study in Scotland. He had just completed a 
year at New College, Edinburgh, when he ac- 
cepted the call to this church. While abroad, 
Rev. and Mrs. Moffatt visited the Holy Land 
and during the month of July he showed his 
slides at Prayer Meeting and related many in- 
teresting experiences concerning them. Mrs. 
Moffatt is a talented musician having taught 
public school music prior to her marriage. 


Our church had eight boys and girls to at- 
tend the Cherokee Presbytery’s Pioneer Confer- 
ence at Rabun-Gap Nacoochee, and also three 
instructors, Rev. Chas. Moffatt, Miss Louise 
Bennett and Mr. Andrew Hemphill. Five mem- 
bers of the Senior High Fellowship attended 
their conference held there also. 
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Columbia Theological Seminary 
THE NEW SESSION 


Columbia Theological Seminary will open for the 
school year 1955-56 on Thursday, September 22. The 
opening exercises of the year will be held in the sem- 
inary chapel that evening at 8:00 o'clock with the prin- 
cipal address to be delivered by President J. McDowell 
Richards. 


Approximately seventy-five men have been accepted 
in the new class which will matriculate on September 
22, and a capacity enrollment is in prospect. New stu- 
dents are requested to register on September 19 and 
20 and will attend an orientation program which has 
been arranged for September 20-22. Members of the 
Middle Class are expected to register on September 21, 
and members of the Senior Class during the day of 
September 22. 


The calendar of Columbia Seminary has been altered 
this year in order that it may correspond exactly with 
the academic calendars of Emory University and Agnes 
Scott College. This arrangement will be of distinct ad- 
vantage to individual students in each of these institu- 
tions since it will permit a free exchange of courses 
when it is desired. 


FACULTY ITEMS 


DEATH OF DR. FRANK C. BROWN 


The Southern Presbyterian Church as a whole and 
Columbia Theological Seminary in particular suffered 
heavy loss in the death on July 2, 1955 of Dr. Frank C. 
Brown. Dr. Brown, who had served with distinction 
in various pastorates of our Church and who, in 1940, 
was elected as Moderator of the General Assembly, had 
been connected with the life of this institution since 
the summer of 1952. During his three brief years as 
a professor here in Bible and Practical Theology, he 
had endeared himself to all members of the student 
body and faculty, and his presence had been a source 
of inspiration and of blessing to all with whom he 
came in contact. 


It is hoped that at a later date an appropriate memorial 
to Dr. Brown can be published, and consequently no 
attempt will be made to include a lengthy tribute to 
him in this bulletin. 


DR. WILLIAM C. ROBINSON GRANTED 
SABBATIC LEAVE 


Dr. William C. Robinson who, since 1927, has been 
Professor of Ecclesiastical History and Church Polity 
at Columbia Seminary has been granted sabbatic leave 
of absence for the school year 1955-56. Dr. and Mrs. 
Robinson will sail for Great Britain early in September 
and expect to be in attendance at the fall term of Cam- 
bridge University. During the winter they expect to go 
to Basel, Switzerland, where Dr. Robinson will continue 
his studies, and later in the year they plan to travel to 
the Near East and to spend some time in Palestine. 
Dr. Robinson expects to return to Decatur in time to 
resume his teaching duties at the opening of the fall 
quarter in 1956. 


DR. JOHN LEITH TO SERVE AS GUEST 
PROFESSOR IN CHURCH HISTORY 


Dr. John Haddon Leith, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church at Auburn, Alabama, has been granted per- 
mission by his congregation to spend several days each 
week at Columbia Seminary during the coming school 
year and to teach all required courses and certain 
elective work in Church History. 
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DR. JAMES M. ROBINSON TO TEACH 
AS GUEST PROFESSOR IN 
BIBLICAL THEOLOGY 


Dr. James M. Robinson, Assistant Professor of Biblical 
Theology in the Candler School of Theology of Emory 
University, has been granted permission by that insti- 
tution to teach certain courses at Columbia Seminary 
during the school session which begins in September. 
Dr. Robinson is the son of Professor William C. Rob- 
inson, and was reared on the campus of Columbia 
Seminary. 


DR. DAVID B. WALTHALL TO SERVE 
AS GUEST PROFESSOR OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Announcement has recently been made in the church 
press that Dr. David B. Walthall of Richmond, Va., 
is to become Regional Director of Christian Education 
for the Synod of Georgia, and to serve as a part time 
member of the faculty of Columbia Theological Sem- 
inary beginning this vear. 


It is expected that after moving to Atlanta Dr. Walthall 
will teach all of the required courses in Christian Edu- 
cation at Columbia Theological Seminary. Dr. Manford 
G. Gutzke, who has served at Columbia Seminary as 
professor both of English Bible and of Christian Edu- 
cation, will continue to offer certain elective courses 
in the field of Christian Education but will be_ free 
to devote his major attention to work in English Bible. 


DR. ROBERT L. STAMPER TO SERVE 
AS VICE PRESIDENT IN CHARGE 
OF DEVELOPMENT 


At the meeting of the Board of Directors held in 
May, it was clearly recognized that the time has come 
when the seminary must plan in a large way for the 
future and must take steps to provide for a marked in- 
crease both of its physical equipment and of its endow- 
ment. In order to assist in projecting this program over 
a period of the next several years, it has secured Dr. 
Robert Lansing Stamper of Bristol, Tenn., to serve 
as Vice President in charge of Development. 


MR. CLIVE FRANKLIN JACKS TO 
SERVE AS INSTRUCTOR 


Mr. Clive Franklin Jacks of Decatur, Ga., has been 
elected Instructor in Greek and Hebrew at Columbia 
Theological Seminary for the coming year. Mr. Jacks 
is a native of Decatur, Ga., and in 1952 graduated with 
high honors from Emory University where he was elected 
to membership in Phi Beta Kappa. In May 1955, Mr. 
Jacks received his B.D. Degree from Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary with the distinction Magna Cum Laude. 
His presence on the campus to teach courses in Be- 
ginners’ Greek and Hebrew will make it possible for 
various classes to be taught in smaller sections and will 
free Doctors Cartledge and Gailey for the teaching of 
more advanced courses in exegesis. 


Presbyterian Junior College 


NEW COURSES TO BE OFFERED 
AT JUNIOR COLLEGE 


New courses to be offered at Presbyterian Junior 
College include engineering mathematics, which will 
parallel the courses offered at State College and other 
engineering schools, so a student may be prepared in 
two years of pre-engineering study for transfer to engi- 
neering school. North Carolina Government will be 
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offered as a night class in Maxton if there is sufficient 
demand. Blue Print Reading is expected to be a short 
course in Lumberton night classes, and a course in the 
History of the South in the Fairmont night classes. 
Business Psychology may be offered in Maxton night 
classes. 


VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE CENTER 
STARTS WITH FALL SEMESTER 


The establishment of a Vocational Guidance Center 
at Presbyterian Junior College is announced with the 
opening of the fall semester. Mr. Lloyd C. Rarig is 
to be the new director. He will also be Director of 
Student Personnel for Presbyterian Junior College and 
will teach Psychology. He will supervise testing, guid- 
ance and counseling for the college. A new emphasis 
upon this phase of the college’s service to youth is 
planned for the coming session. 


Maxton, N. C. — Remedial reading will be a new 
course offered freshmen at Presbyterian Junior College 
in the session opening September 5. Attention has 
been given to improvement of reading skill in previous 
vears as a part of the freshman English course. This 
vear, for the first time, a short course will be given 
which will be devoted entirely to development of speed 
and comprehension in the student’s reading habits. In 
recent years techniques have been developed which have 
proved most valuable to students, and which have en- 
abled them to lift the level of all their academic work. 
The new course will be taught by Professor Robert 
Parr, head of the English Department. 


A Golden Jubilee, High 


Poetic Honor 


AND A REAL SPIRITUAL 
“THIS IS YOUR LIFE” 


At its closing session, the Texas legislature, with the 
approval of the Governor, named Dr. P. B. Hill, pastor 
emeritus of the First Presbyterian church, San Antonio, 
“Poet Laureate of Texas.” 


This was the culmination of a series of events in 
the lives of Dr. and Mrs. Hill. On June the first, 
they celebrated their golden wedding anniversary and 
this also marked Dr. Hill’s fiftieth year in the ministry. 
They were guests of the famous Gunter Hotel in San 
Antonio and were assigned the suite reserved for the 
president of the United States. A reception planned 
by the children and grandchildren was held on _ the 
North Terrace and about a thousand friends from every 
walk in life came to greet them. 


Hon. C. Q. Quin, District Judge, presided over the 
ceremonies and tributes were paid by Hon. Ed Kuyken- 
dall, mayor of San Antonio, Rabbi David Jacobson, a 
prominent Catholic layman and others. Gus Jones, a 
famous F. B. I. agent, spoke for the law enforcement 
men and read a telegram from J. Edgar Hoover ex- 
pressing his appreciation to Dr. Hill for his work with 
law enforcement officers. Gov. Allan Shivers appointed 
Hubert Green, Jr., to represent him and sent a citation 
io Dr. Hill. Telegrams were received from U. S. Sena- 
iors Lyndon Johnson and Price Daniel, from Attorney 
John Ben Sheppard and others. 


Dr. and Mrs. Hill live up in the hills of Texas. He 
has written a number of religious books, has a Sunday 
‘adio program that reaches around two million people 
and is now in its thirty-second year. He is the leader 
of the great Hill Country Cowboy Camp Meeting and 
is active in evangelistic work. At the conclusion of 
4 morning service at the First Baptist Church in San 
Antonio more than fifteen hundred people came forward 
‘o make a new covenant with the Lord. 


SEPTEMBER 7. 1955 


AUSTIN SEMINARY 


Austin, Texas — Dr. Daniel A. Penick, pro- 
fessor at Austin Seminary and for fifty-five 
years professor of classical languages at the Uni- 
versity of Texas, announced his retirement from 
the teaching profession. Immediately after the 
announcement, Austin Seminary secured Dr. 
Penick to record a history of Austin Presby- 
terianism. 


Since 1921, Dr. Penick has taught reading 
courses in New Testament Greek to Austin 
Seminary students, and until Dr. Eugene Mc- 
Laurin came to the seminary in 1938 all of 
the Greek courses there were directed by Dr. 
Penick. 


Dr. Penick has been an elder in the University 
Presbyterian Church for nearly 50 years, is na- 
tionally known as a tennis coach, has twice been 
a delegate to the General Assembly, and is a 
former moderator of the Synod of ‘Texas. 


In 1899, Dr. Penick organized a Sunday 
School class for the university students, and 
from that class has developed the present West- 
minster Student Fellowship of the University of 
Texas, jointly administered by the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., and Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
and is considered to be the largest Presbyterian 
work program within the General Assembly. 

* * * * * 

Final work is being done on Austin Seminary’s 
new dormitory, as plans move ahead on sched- 
ule for completion early in September. 


Business Manager John W. Smiley has an- 
nounced that funds for the construction of the 
building have been secured, but that furnishings 
must still be financed. It will cost $375 to sup- 
ply a single room; $750 for a double room. 


Replacing double-stacked bunks, will be three- 
quarter beds. Each student will have a desk and 
a study chair, and there will be matching drapes 
and bedspreads. Each room also is equipped 
with built-in bookshelves, and large, individual 
closets. 


The Board of Trustees of Austin Seminary, 
at its May meeting, voted on an appropriate 
memorial, with names of all contributors to the 
new building, to be placed in the dormitory 
when completed. 


Cherokee Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Cherokee, Synod of Georgia, 
met in adjourned session at the First Presby- 
terian Church, Rome, Ga., on Tuesday, July 
19th. Mr. Dan A. Dunaway and Mr. William 
F. Lee, candidates for the Gospel Ministry and 
recent graduates of Columbia Theological Sem- 
inary, were examined and licensed to preach. 
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